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AJAX Resources on the Web

One of many buzzwords peppering the Wieb 2.0
hlogosphere is actually a mneumonic, "AJax "
AJax stands for "Asynchronous Javascript and
XML One of the most notable features of AJaX,
wehich is bagically an extension of Javascript, is the
XMLHttpRequest object. This object cantalk to
other pages onthe server, written in PHP, 5P, and
other languages to retrieve data and display it
dynamically on a page. AJA&X haz opened many
doors to web developers, allowing data to be easily

refreshed without refreshing a page itself.

Additionally, Flash-like effects such as certain animations or drag-and-drop can be implemented on
pages using AJ8%. This comes in handy, as a small but significant percentage of Internet wsers do not
have the Flash browwser plugin or have an out-of-date verszion of the player. This can also help with

certain less Flash-friendly mokile apps.

“While it is still & newr technology, there are already many great resources for learning AJAX. As far as
hooks go, you can't go wrong with any of the following titles favalizble a5 electronic resolvces

throwgh Drexel University Libraries except whetre hotedt

The essential guide to Dreamweaver C54 with ©55, Ajax, and PHP - by David Powers
AJAX: the definitive guide - by Anthony T. Holdener

Beginning AJAX - by Chris Ulman and Lucinda Dykes

AJAX Bible - by Steve Holzner

Beginning AJAX with PHP: from novice to professional - by Les Babin

Professional AJAX - by Nicholas C. Zakaz, Jeremy McPesk, Joe Fawcett [BOOK]
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Anather good place to look for AJ&X-learning resources is, of course, the web. Some good web

resources are listed below:

o WiSchools AJAX Tutorial - simple, straightforsward. You are expected to come ta thiz with
a grasp of HTML and Javascript, howewver.
@ How to: Learn AJAX in 20 minutes - a quick, short tutarial to get vour feet wet with AJAX

and itz interaction with PHP. This is a good place to go for some guick understanding of the
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* Firefox extensions

* Implementing improved plugins
across all blogs/research guides

— Extend information
— Ease of editing/correction
— Encourage addition of new content by editors

— Encourage commenting/user participation
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