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Web Archiving Service: 
Ingredients

• CDL Digital Preservation Repository
– Java backend
– SRB for storage
– MySQL

• Open source tools – (Thanks to IA)
– Heritrix crawler
– NutchWAX / Open Source Wayback

• Ruby on Rails curatorial interface





Pilot User Community

• Government information focus influences 
vision of web archive features

• Only 44% plan to collect “at the website 
level” Most plan to collect documents

• Only half think it is important to be able to 
render the archived material as originally 
seen on the web



• Subject specialists traditionally apply their 
expertise before purchasing print 
materials

Collection-Building Paradigms



• Web crawlers cast a wide net; you can’t know in 
advance what you will get

• You may not know what was at risk until it’s gone

Collection-Building Paradigms



Context: Deliberately Building a 
Collection of Known Sites

• Available capture settings are important

• Capture depth (comprehensiveness) is critical

• Time for
– Descriptive metadata
– Quality control
– Rights management
– Analysis/expertise





Event: Southern California Wildfires



Context: Event Capture

• Frequent, shallow captures
– Top few pages on a daily basis

• Specialized settings
– Blogs: page + linked pages (no matter what 

host)

• Time for selection only



Event capture: critical features

• Scheduling

• Bookmarklet for Firefox, IE: Add to WAS
– Add sites for capture as you navigate

• Site management



Who are the web archivists?

• Event captures require you to drop 
everything for at least the first 3-5 days of 
the event

• When your target users are already 
juggling public service, collection 
development and other tasks, how do you 
find people who can do this?
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