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Open APIs/Web Services 

  The term Open API is not new (at least 1993) 
  Definition of Open varies 
  Basically it means that the API is open to third 

parties to program against 
  Web Services 

  “a software system designed to support 
interoperable, machine-to-interaction over a 
network” (WC3) 

  A type of networked based API 
  APIs allow diverse systems to interact 



Library APIs 

 Open Library 
 Talis Platform 
 Hathi Trust 
 Scopus 
 LibraryThing 
 OCLC 
 Ex Libris's Open Platform 



State of Libraries and the Internet 

 The Library is no longer the only place to 
search for books 

 Google, Yahoo, Amazon 
 Mass digitization projects 

 However, libraries still offer content and 
valuable services 

 Books (physical, E-books, ILL, etc.) 
 Journals (physical and paid access) 
 Space 
 Reference assistance 

Mark Dehmlov: Enabling Better Services: Notre Dame and the Open Platform 



Library Software Environment 

 Proprietary Software still dominates for mission 
critical applications 

 Open Source is used by many if not most libraries 
 Both are here to stay 
 TOC (Total Cost of Ownership) is roughly equal to 

proprietary commercial model (Breeding) 
 A recent analysis by a major ARL found that 

implementing an open source discovery tool, 
instead of Primo, was 35% more expensive 
(based on years 1-4). (Grant) 

 Georgia PINES apparently found different 





No One Can Do It All 
 Vendors can not be all things to all customers 

 Different customers have different needs 

 Libraries want to: 
 Customize for local environment 
 Emphasis on institutional mission and values 
 Management may not make the commitment 

necessary to go completely Open Source 



Ex Libris Open Platform Strategy 

 Provide robust solutions that are “Open” 
 Support and encourage customers who 
wish to extend Ex Libris products with their 
own code 

 Facilitate collaboration and sharing of 
ideas 



Ex Libris Open Interfaces 
  API: Web services and     

X-services  
  Deep links, persistent 

URLs  
  Plug-ins (e.g., 

enrichment in Primo) 
  Adapters (e.g., real-

time availability in 
Primo) 



Ex Libris Open Platform Program 
 InternallyÑdevelopment efforts 

 Formalized the process by which Ex Libris 
designs, implements, documents and publishes 
its open interfaces 

 ExternallyÑworking with the community 
 Publish documentation for open interfaces  
 Host community code 
 Provide tools for collaboration 
 Conduct face-to-face meetings with customer 

developers 



Benefits for Libraries 
 Don’t have to develop whole solutions 
 Can focus on the “last mile” 
 Endless customizations 
 Adding or adjusting functionality 
 Easier (and better) integration your services 
with other systems 

 Enables collaboration between libraries 





EL Commons 

 Wiki 
 Managed by user groups (ELUNA and 
IGeLU) 

 Focus on existing functionality: Tips, 
shortcuts, how-tos 

 Developer Zone 
 Managed but not controlled by Ex Libris 
 A place for Code that extends the 
products functionality 











Developer Meets Developer 

 Ex Libris: 
 First meetingÑNovember 2008 (Brought together 
13 developers representing 10 institutions and 5 
countries (Aleph, Primo, MetaLib, SFX)) 

 Next meetingÑMarch 2009 (at the Voyager R&D 
center in Chicago 

 OCLC 
 NYPL 
 Code4Lib Preconference 



OCLC Grid Services 

  WorldCat Search API 
  Registry Services 
  Identifier Services 
  WorldCat Identities 
  Terminology Services 
  Metedata Crosswalk Services 

 X-ID 





The Open Platform Strategy: What It 
Means for Library Developers 

Thank You! 
Edward M. Corrado 

ecorrado@ecorrado.us 
http://ecorrado.us 

IRC, Twitter, Identi,ca: ecorrado 



Further Reading about Ex Libris 
 The Exlibrian newsletter, July 2008 issue 
(http://www.exlibrisgroup.com) 

 The IGeLU newsletter, November 2008 issue 
(http://igelu.org) 

 The Exlibrian newsletter, July 2008 issue 
(http://www.exlibrisgroup.com) 

 Presentation at IGeLU in Docportal 
(customers only) 


