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Review REST

Review iOS development

Show two great things that go great together:
REST and iOS development

How to think like a mobile developer…
why REST matters

Hey, it’s four lighting talks in one!
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REpresentational State Transfer—a methodology 
developed alongside HTTP 1.1

Clients request representations of resources from 
servers; a resource is any meaningful “thing” that can 
be addressed; a representation is typically a document

Clients, not servers, maintain state
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GET read remote resource

PUT modify/replace remote resource

POST create a new resource

DELETE delete remote resource
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So that’s REST…
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Xcode

Objective-C

Cocoa Touch

Provisioning
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A strict superset of the C language.

Adds objects, a dynamic runtime, and other stuff 
(e.g., closures) to C.

If you know C, you can learn Objective-C in hours.

If you know something else, you just need a 
couple of days to learn some C things.
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So that’s iOS dev…
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3rd thing…
REST + iOS = Cool!
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Librobot
App Store by April 2nd
Seriously!
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Librobot
App Store by April 2nd
Seriously!
Be there!
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Last thing…
Why REST matters
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What are the
major milestones

in the Information Age?
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The importance of any technology
is directly proportional to the amount of money

involved in its corresponding court case
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1: Personal Computers
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2: The Internet
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3: Mobility!
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What’s our response?
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Instances have already arisen where proposed mobile apps 
(put forward by students or the IT community) have 
needed access to institutional data related to class 
schedules, course offerings, rosters, etc. A campus mobile 
strategy needs to consider data access policy issues that may 
arise at the unit, campus, and university level, with special 
concern for consistency and appropriate data stewardship.
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✓You have interesting data

Wednesday, February 13, 13



✓You have interesting data

✓Make your data interesting to me—
expose it through a REST API

Wednesday, February 13, 13



✓You have interesting data

✓Make your data interesting to me—
expose it through a REST API

✓Mobile developers want to make mobile apps for you, 
just setup the REST

Wednesday, February 13, 13



✓You have interesting data

✓Make your data interesting to me—
expose it through a REST API

✓Mobile developers want to make mobile apps for you, 
just setup the REST

✓Your mobile strategy can be that simple
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But it can go so terribly 
terribly wrong…
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From a policy perspective, we would need to decide 
whether we want to make our data available, and 
what kind of agreement or permissions we would 
need from [our partners]. I am not sure who is 
interested in our data, or what they would like 
to [do] with it, but getting that sort of information 
would help make the case for why we want to do 
[this], if we decide to go in that direction.
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My response to this was:

If we build it, they will come!
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