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Brewster Kahlesaid that 
the Web still fits 
ÃÏÍÐÁÃÔÌÙ ÉÎ Á ΫγȭØ βȭ Ø βȭ 
ÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒȣ

and that, incidentally, a 
Web page weighs in at 
around 80 micrograms



1995





What exactly is a home pageȩ )Î ÔÈÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÅÓÔ ÔÅÒÍÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ȣ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
Net where people can find you... Although building home pages or Web 
ÓÉÔÅÓȣÉÓ mainly a commercial enterpriseȟ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á 
×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ ȣ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÌÉÎË ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÐÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÏÆ 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒȭÓ 7ÅÂ ÓÉÔÅȟ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ 
like, creating a kind of neighborhood for yourself. And you can furnish it 
with anything that can be digitizedɂyour ideas, your voice, your causes, 
pictures of your scars or your pets or your ancestors.

Home on the Net, John Seabrook, 16 October 1995





Photobucket has at least 2x that (>7B)
Facebookhas at least 3x that (>15B/60B)

and Image Shack has at least 4x that (>20B)
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kid: ȰTheyshould just save 
Facebook. That is our 
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÃÒÁÐÂÏÏËȟ 
yearbook, Guinness World 
2ÅÃÏÒÄȣȱ 

ËÉÄάȡ Ȱ"ÕÔ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÙÏÕ 
ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÁÖÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȱ

,/# ÎÁÒÒÁÔÏÒȡ Ȱ"ÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
truth is, digital information 
will survive only as long as 
someone takes care of itȢȱ











)ÔȭÓ ÆÕÎÎÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ 
one of those things. I mean, whose fault is it? Is it the 
ÕÓÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÎÏÔ ÂÁÃËÉÎÇ ÕÐȩ /Ò ÉÓ ÉÔ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȭÓ 
fault for not being more tolerant and failsafe? In ten 
years, maybe hard drives and PCs will be so invincible 
and the Internet will be so pervasive that the concept 
of backing up will be quaint.

participant in an interview study who had lost his 
personal and business websites in a crash

δ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ÈÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÂÁÃË ÕÐ ÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÆÆȦ



ȰȣÎÅÇÌÅÃÔ ÃÁÎ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔȭÓ 
ÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȢȱ

- G. Thomas Tanselle

Ȱ3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÍÁÒÙ 2ÅÃÏÒÄÓȱ



Multiple 
copies of a 
rare vinyl 
record

reel-to-reel 
tape used to 
archive the 
rare vinyl 
record...







the mean girls at their table 
in the junior high cafeteria

postcard from a friend on an 
archeological dig in Greece



When asked when he ever got rid of digital 
stuff, one person answered,

Ȱ9ÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÍÁÎÎÅÒȢ ȢȢȢ )ÔȭÓ 
more like, I have things littering the desktop 
and at some point it becomes unnavigable... 

A bunch of [the files] would get tossed out. A 
bunch of them would get put in some 
semblance of order on the hard drive. And 
some of them would go to various 
miscellaneous nooks and corners, never to be 
ÓÅÅÎ ÁÇÁÉÎȢȱ

Ȱɏ×ÈÅÎ ) ÂÕÙ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒɐ ) ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒ 
ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȢ ȣ ɏ4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒɐ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 
ɏÅØÃÅÐÔɐ ÉÔȭÓ ÆÁÓÔÅÒȢ ) ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ 
ÃÌÅÁÎ ÉÔ ÕÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÉÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔȢȱ

accumulation







·)ÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔ ÁÎ ÉÔÅÍȭÓ 
future worth.

· Deletion is hard, thankless work.

· Filtering and searching can readily 
locate the gems among the gravel.




